and as in the reign of Muzaffar Jung made him minister with full powers.
The Rajah took into the service of the State all the French who had followed
Muzaffar Jung and most of the officers of the time of Muzaffar Jung were
also retained* But Rajah Raghunath Dass, with Seetharam his nephew,
whose title was Raja Rai Rayan, with five Europeans were slain on the plain
of Bhaka by some refractory soldiers demanding arrears of pay.

SYED LASHKAR KHAN 1752 to 1755

After the death of Raja Raghunath Dass Salabat Jung sent a letter to
Syed Lashkar Khan who was at Karmalah and he in accordance with the
order left Karmalah and set out for the Court of Salabat Jung and on
arrival was appointed as Dewan. Syed Lashkar Khan retained the office
for a period of three years from 1752 to 1755.

SHAH NAWAZ KHAN 1755 to 1758

Shah Nawaz Khan was then appointed as Prime Minister and Jagirs

worth several lakhs of rupees were bestowed upon him. It is recorded that
Shah Nawaz Khan held the office of Dewan for four years, and by his
judgment and foresight brought matters into admirable order, as when he
succeeded to the office the affairs of Salabat Jung were in such a deplora-
ble state that it came to selling his household furniture. So excellent was
Shah Nawaz Khan's administration that order was restored where disorder
prevailed, rebels became obedient and people reposed under the shade of
justice. In the very first year of his administration he equalized the
expenditure with the revenue.

In the third year of his ministry, the Mahratta chiefs according to
their annual custom, offered battle in the province of Bidar and in the
vicinity of Nanded, but they were chastised. The French elated with

their success in the Northern Circars, now asked for the fort of Bidar and
when it was refused, they marched on Hyderabad, captured the City and took
up their abode at Char Minar, and placed cannons on the four minarets.
Salabat Jung and Shah Nawaz Khan on receiving this intelligence came to
the spot with the utmost expedition and beseiged the city. Some fighting
ensued and at last the matter ended in peace.

In the fourth year of his ministry Shah Nawaz Khan went from
Hyderabad to Aurangabad in attendance on Salabat Jung, and he then
sent a force to besiege Daulatabad. During the investment, two or three
commandants of the fort were slain and the rest were induced by gifts of
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